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Abstract

Because of the increasing worry about the ongoing COVID-
19 epidemic, many educational institutes all over the world
have shut down their day-to-day activities to regulate the
infection rate and keep students safe. The coronavirus
disease has brought about worry and concern on people.
This disease is both a big challenge and a learning
opportunity for the world's education system. These
problems caused many scientists from educational sciences
to sports sciences, from health sciences to social sciences to
focus on the subject. Qualitative research methods used in
this research paper to analyze data Technology has been
adapted into the education system to facilitate the
continuation of studying through online platformssuchas

eLearning. No one had anticipated this disease, and this has
resulted in a lot of chaos in the education system due t
unpreparedness and lack of sufficient ways to cope. Some
students have been able to continue with their studies while
others have not been lucky. Parents are now the new
teacher’sonline learning platformsin the new classrooms.

Introduction:

The terrible Novel, Corona Virus disease, emerged in 2019
towards the end of Decemberat a seafood market in Wuhan
city, south of China (Huang et al., 2020). Covid-19, which
presents itself in the human body with flu-like symptoms
acutelysimilarto those of pneumonia, was discovered in the
Chinese Center for Disease Control and prevention at a
virology laboratory (The State Council of The People’s
Republic of China, 2020). Since its discovery, the amount of
people who are infected has increased tremendously,
breaking past the walls of china into the rest of the world,
with millions of people now infected globally and
thousands of causalities (Sina News, 2020).The coronavirus
epidemic was declared a pandemic by the world health
organization, and measures have been put in place to stop
its rapid spread (WHO, 2020). Enforcing lockdowns,
among other preventive measures in almost all the
countries worldwide, is unavoidable since it helps curb the
spread of this highly infectious disease. Schools have closed
all around the world, shutting down all learning activities
(UNESCO, 2020), and families are going into quarantine to
stay safe and avoid contracting COVID-19 due to exposure
and staying in crowded places without knowing who is
infected. As our leaders with the help of their advisors and

medical personnel experienced in the fight of infectious
diseasesare trying their best to fight the pandemic, learning
institutions are equally attempting to find ways to continue
with the studying and teaching process for all the students
and theeducators.

Many activities have hit pause due to this COVID-19
health crisis, especially in the education sector (Bedford et
al., 2020). In an attempt to regain normalcy and continue
with the learning process, many institutions have shifted to
the digital way of doing things. Technology has come in
handy to supplement the lack of classrooms and the face to
face process of teaching (Luca et al., 2018). Schools have
shifted their curriculums online and are adopting new
methods of studying through digital platforms. Academics,
teachers, and schoolsare trying toadapt to thisnew normin
the best way they can since this pandemic has given them
the opportunity to reflect on the teaching methods that are
slowing losing their use at this time (Raaheim et al., 2019).
Digital platforms are going to have a major impact on the
education system for the next generations since
information is now easilyaccessible through the internet.

The work of classrooms, teachers, and professors is
slowly losing its value and meaning, and they have to find a
way of incorporating themselves into the new way of life or
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elseerodeawaywith the newway of things.

In this paper, the effects of the coronavirus on the
education system are clearly outlined more so the
challenges faced by studentsand teachers. There are quite a
few challenges in the education sector as people are trying
to adopt a new way of studying that was not fully in place
before this pandemic, and this has equally brought about
new problems such us; teachers losing their jobs, mental
issues and quite a number of economic difficulties (Gewin,
2020). However, this is not the case for each individual due
to different family backgrounds and different financial
statuses. The universe at large is equipped with facilities
and materials to sustain people in such situations, yet there
is difficulty in the distribution and allocation of these
resources to the peoplewho need them.

The transition to online learning has been smooth for
some institutions and individuals, yet others barely have a
footing on how to transition into this digital era. Equally, in
different homesteads, some families have had no trouble
with adapting quickly and transitioning smoothly due to
the availability of resources while others have not been as
fortunate. This has resulted in a number of psychological
issues because how the guardians face these challenges
directly affects the offsprings and has a long-lasting effect
on the kids’ futures. Parents are now the new teachers, and
therole of education hasshifted into evaluating the impact
of the new way of learning for future generations.

Challenges faced by the academics and

teachers:

In an effort to keep up with the rest of the world during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the education sector has put in place
measures to help continue with the school's curriculums.
However, the transition to digital learning has not been
smooth, and this hasresulted in some problems on both the
learners, teachers, and the faculties as explained below:

The transition from a class to digital learning: the use
of informational technology instead of face-to-face
teaching seems to be quite an uphill task. Students and
teachers who are used to the classroom scenario need to
adapt to new ways of learning to achieve the standards
education required (Remuzzi et al., 2020). Those students
who are less fortunate in life and do not have easy access to
theinternet face the challenge of being left behind while the
rest continue with their studies. This lead to an increased
gap between the students since, in school, they are at the
same levels, but at home, some luxuries are not common to
all (Bedford et al., 2020). Furthermore, not all the students
and teachers are techno-savvy, and some of the IT
equipment is not easily affordable to hence widening the
gap between students from different family backgrounds.

Evaluation and assessment: there are different subjects
covered by the curriculum, and most of them taught easily
through online platforms but not all, for example, the
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subjectsthatrequire practical’s, artand music courses. This
poses a challenge in the evaluation of a student since they
require face-to-face time. Moreso, examinations and
continuous assessment tests cannot be administered online
due to irregularities that are prone to occur like cheating
thus living the learning institutions with a challenge
(Alruwaisetal., 2018).

Economic problems: the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly
affected the economy, especially in the educational sector. A
great number of teachers have lost their jobs due to schools
not being in session (Kearns, 2020). Furthermore,
businesses that were running in schools due to student
consumption like food outlets, shopping centres, and
entertainment joints have shut down, and this has dealt a
great blow to the economic growth and left many people
unemployed. This has caused the economy of most learning
institutions to plummet, creating a ripple effect on the
world'seconomyaswell.

Psychological problems: people’s normal way of life was
disrupted due to the coronavirus outbreak. The infection
rate keeps rising day in, day out, and this has brought about
mental distress to many people; students, teachers, and
staff included (Xiang et al., 2020). The fear of not knowing
what might happen today has greatly raised anxiety levels,
especially in students, and thus hindering their education
process (Thomas et al., 2020). Mental endurance of
individualsis of greatimportance in such processes (Yasar &
Turgut, 2020). In addition, due to the hard economic times,
some parents have lost their livelihood, and the lack of
necessities has to lead to an increase in depression and
stress. International students are the most affected since,
on top of being worried about their own health and safety,
they are in foreign counties and cannot travel back home,
and the safety and welfare of their families are unknown to
them. Hence, a few students and teachers are unable to go
with studying and teaching because of the increased
psychological issues.

Lack of jobs: Covid-19 struck the world severely when most
students were about to do their examinations. This has
hindered those undergraduates who were about to finish
their courses on campus from finding jobs, and they have
had to pause their lives due to the lack of certificates and
qualifications that are essential in job hunting (Timmis et
al., 2016). In addition, the number of teachers who got
retrenched hasa hard time finding work since their areas of
expertise is education and schools are closed. Thus, jobs are
hard to come by for most of the people in the educational
sector (WHO, 2020).

Solutions:

Creating mental health awareness: with the infection
rates of the coronavirus increasing rapidly, lockdowns have
been put in place, and curfews have been implemented to
keep people safe and at home (Wheeler et al, 2010).
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Students, teachers, and parentsareall at home, and most of
them undergoing depression and anxiety and are in need of
psychological assistance. Educational institutes should
find a way of creating mental health awareness to get to all
the people in need of help in their homes without
jeopardizing their safety. They should also upgrade their
services such as counseling, online guidance, and help
numbers should be availed to all the people (Tsinghua
University, 2020). The international students should be
given more care and provide them with essentials they
might require during these hard times. The students who
come from humble backgrounds should also be helped in
some way so that the rest of the students do not leave them
far behind. Psychological assistance during this crisis will
go a long way in ensuring that most people find a way of
dealing with issues that will arise during this pandemic.
Educational sector support systems: this pandemic has
brought about digital online studying. Learning institutes
should put together a group of people, including members
from various departments and students from different
levels of learning who can evaluate the new way of learning
while combating COVID-19 (Kawano et al., 2015). Students
should be encouraged to participate in online learning
through interactions with their teachers and fellow
students as well to keep the learning process going. In
addition, studying materials should be readily available for
the students on the online learning platforms to make the
transitions easier. In conclusion, when students and
teachers work closely together in making sure that classes
go on through online platforms, it will motivate more to do
so, and the learning process will pick up again without
hitches (Gewin, 2020).

Diversif y studying through informational
technology: students in higher institutes of learning can
be outsourced to help in community awareness on the
danger that the world is facing due to the pandemic (Wang
et al., 2019). Different subjects require different ways of
learning. Students can help the teachers understand how to
use online platforms better to polish on the quality of
education delivered to the other students. The courses that
require face-to-face time with the teachers need to be
postponed until the school reopens hopefully after a
vaccine is found. Students should be encouraged to venture
out into businesses or partake in more online courses to
help those who have graduated and have no work or the
students who were in there final year of school (Luo et al.,
2020). By venturing out and finding something
constructive to do, the students help in the recovery of the
economies and in opening up their minds to more
opportunities that life has to offer.

Conclusion:
The role of education in our lives is unprecedented.
Education is an essential need, and it is through learning
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that people get to expand their mindsets, learn new ways of
handling different situations and emergencies, and above
all, learn how to solve problems and challenges they face. If
there was a time that people needed education, it is now, to
help combat the novel Corona Virus pandemic that the
world is facing. People should be able to cope with the
situations they face and adjust accordingly. The teaching
and learning process has shifted from face to face to online
studying; the teachers, students, and all learning
institutions at large should be able to adapt accordingly. Of
course, this is not easy for applied sciences. For example,
online educationapplicationsina field such as philosophy
in schools are not strange, but new solutions will be
required in areas such as sports sciences, health sciences
and engineering. The online learning platforms have to
suffice for now until the moment that there is a vaccine for
COVID-19.
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